
a dismantlefesto* by rob ray

tools 
for 
taking 
things 
apart
*find out more about kelly marie martin’s dismantlefesto inside!



thanks!
Kelly Marie Martin: For coming up with the  
“dismantlefesto” concept and challenging 
Taylor and I to take it on.

Taylor Hokanson: For inspring me to cook up 
some new thing every two weeks.

Jen Hofer: For keeping the grind on.

For more information and inspiration see
http://opposablepodcast.com/24

Add a tool to this manifesto!
Email Rob at deadtech@gmail.com



razor blades

Since 1880 the disposable 
safety razor blade has been re-
ally good at dismantling hair. 
I’d guess that it didn’t take long 
for someone to realize it was 
handy for lots of other things.



rip claw
hammer

This is a rip claw hammer. This 
one is fancy. I found it in the 
street while biking down Ful-
lerton Ave. in Chicago. It was 
about 15F (-9C) so I earned it.  
A curved claw hammer has a 
more curvy back which people 
say is better for pulling nails 
but I always go to this one in-
stead.



headlamp

Looking very very dorky is a 
small price to pay for having 
both hands free.



safety
glasses

When taking things apart at 
least 1% of the material will fly 
directly at your face.



scissors

This pair of scissors is nothing 
special. Great for collaging and 
funny haircuts.



light
gloves

Gloves give me a super power 
I don’t have when I don’t have 
gloves on. I don’t know what it 
is. It might kinda be like why 
some wrestlers wear a mask. 
The costume makes the super-
hero.



CRESCENT
WRENCH

The crescent wrench offends 
many people. It is easy to 
strip nuts with this wrench. It 
also never opens as wide as 
you need it too. But it is really 
handy.



markers

Good surgeons mark where 
they’re going to cut. We should 
too.



small
screwdrivers

The quality of these screw-
drivers could be better but 
they sure are handy for taking 
apart consumer electronics. I 
included the Phillips #00 in the 
far right of the photo for Mac 
owners.



multi-bit
screwdriver

This probably won’t be the 
best screwdriver you’ll ever 
acquire, but the ¼” sized in-
terchangeable hex bits sure 
are handy. And and you can 
use these with “security” bit 
tips.



security
bit set

Security screws are just screws 
with funny shaped heads. So 
you just get yourself a set of 
funny shaped bits and Viola! 
No more security!



right angle
screwdriver

Something is always in the way 
of the thing you’re trying to get 
to.



wire cutters

Does what it says. They come 
in many sizes. In the photo is 
a pair of sidecutters used for 
cutting small electronics wires. 
They are too small for things 



wire strippers

Removes the plastic sheath 
from the wire.  It is more fun 
than it sounds.



aviation
snips

Really great for cutting sheet 
metal up to about 18 gauge. 
Sheet metal is ornery so there’s 
3 different types of snips. 
The yellow handled snips cut 
straight. The green handled 
snips cut to the right (clock-
wise). The red handled snips 
cut to the left (counter-clock-
wise).



hex wrenches

Hex nuts are darn common. I 
always think of them in IKEA 
furniture but there’s plenty on 
my bicycle too.



multimeter

The multimeter is a confusing 
tool. There’s too many options 
on the dial. Maybe start by 
measuring the voltage in old 
batteries and go from there.



nibbler

The nibbler will be the least 
used item of the 18 I’ve listed 
but its so darn cool. The nibbler 
eats sheet metal like a cartoon 
worm eats a leaf. Chomp!






